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TAGS: PFOR, LE 

SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO HOUGHTON-MACK MISSION 

REF: BEIRUT 7069 

1 . BEFORE DEPARTURE ON BOAT, PRESS REPORTS HOUGHTON-MACK 
CALL ON CHARBEL KASSIS, HEAD OF MARONITE MONASTIC ORDER. 
KASSIS SPOKE TO PRESS AFTERWARDS. AL-MUHARRIR SAYS HE 
CHARACTERIZED TALKS AS "POSITIVE AND A CAUSE FOR OPTIMISM." 
AN-NAHAR QUOTES 
(#) 

AMERICAN ENVOYS AGREED WITH 

HIS IDEA THAT LEBANESE CRISIS IS BEYOND CONTROL OF LEBANESE 
PEOPLE OR LEBANESE STATE, THAT IT IS "STRUGGLE BETWEEN 
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WHICH IS SYMPATHETIC TO THE INTERNATIONAL LEFT, AND THE 
LOGIC OF THE DEMOCRATIC STATE." KASSIS QUOTED AS SAYING 
ENVOYS HOPE RETURN TO LEBANON AFTER ABOUT TEN DAYS. 

2. L'ORIENT CARRIES PICTURE OF HOUGHTON AND MACK ABOARD 
BOAT DEPARTING FOR CYPRUS, AND REPORTS THEY RETURNING TO 
WASHINGTON VIA CYPRUS. 

3. AN-NAHAR SAID DIPLOMATIC SOURCES HAVE INDICATED THAT 
ENVOYS' MISSION WAS TO STUDY EXTENT OF SOVIET INTERFERENCE 
IN LEBANON AND EVALUATE STEPS TO COUNTERACT IT. 

4. AN-NAHAR, QUOTING AFP, SAID "SOURCE CLOSE TO THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY IN BEIRUT" INDICATES THAT USG IS CONSIDERING 
OPENING PERMANENT CONSULATE IN JOUNIEH. L'ORIENT CARRIES 
SAME STORY WITHOUT ATTRIBUTION. (EMBASSY PRESS OFFICER 
CONTACTED AFP, L'ORIENT AND AN-NAHAR, SAID STORY WITHOUT 
FOUNDATION; U.S. HAS NO PLANS TO ESTABLISH CONSULATE IN 
JOUNIEH; HOUGHTON-MACK MISSION WAS NECESSITATED BY INABILITY 
OF AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PERSONNEL TO VISIT CHRISTIAN SIDE; AND 
REITERATED STANDARD U.S. OPPOSITION TO PARTITION AND 
SUPPORT OF LEBANESE NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY.) 

HUNT 

NOTE BY OC/T: (#) OMISSION. CORRECTION TO FOLLOW. 
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